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08.) A SONG OR PIECE OF MUSIC YOU LIKE

Describe a song or piece of music you like

You should:
-what it is about
-whom you knew it from
-which country it is from
and explain why you like it

IDEAS

MUSIC GENRES

a. ) Classical - Art music produced or rooted in the traditions of Western music during a
period from 1750 - 1830

b. ) Pop - A famous music genre popularized in the West during the 1950s and 1960s.
Songs are typically short to medium-length with repeated choruses, tunes, and hooks.

c. ) Rock - Rock and roll music. This type of music gives emphasis on musicianship, live
performances, and authenticity

d. ) Electronic - A type of music that uses synthesizers and other electronic instruments
as a source of sounds.

e. ) Disco - A dance type of music that contains the elements of funk, soul, pop, and salsa
that was popular in the mid-70s to early 80s.

REASONS FOR LIKING THE SONG



a. ) It evokes emotion - The listener relates to the message of the song. It makes him
sad, happy, laugh, etc.
b. ) The lyrics are strong - The way the lyrics is written is creative and unique, and the
rhyming is well-thought-out.
c. ) Melody - It’s melancholic, lively, upbeat, etc.

LEXICAL RESOURCE
Green = definition; Blue = way to use it

ADJ. + MUSIC - beautiful, sweet, loud, soft, wonderful, contemporary, modern
VERB + MUSIC - play, listen to, make, perform, put on, compose, write

EXPRESSIONS - Play at a full blast (to play a recording, musical instrument, speaker system, etc. at
the maximum volume) (I can’t help myself but play this song at a full blast as this is really my favorite.)
Elevator music (a piece of recorded popular music played in the background in public spaces such as
elevators, retail stores, etc.) (Honestly, I have memorized this song as this is such a piece of elevator
music.)

INTERACTIVE SAMPLE MONOLOGUE

NOTE: The highlighted words below give emphasis to LEXICAL RESOURCE (advanced
words, collocations, natural expressions, & cohesive devices) or the GRAMMATICAL
RANGE and ACCURACY (i.e. the use of intermediate or advanced sentence construction
correctly).

Well, I wanna talk with you about a song whose message is very compelling (evoking

interest, admiration, and attention in a powerfully irresistible way) that when you listen to it you
become emotional. The song title is completely different from the usual song titles that
we often hear. Its title is the former phone number of the American National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline which is 1-800-273-8255.

This song is sung by the American rapper, Logic, featuring Alessia Cara, a Canadian
singer, and American singer, Khalid. To give you an idea of how emotional this song is,
the first two verses (a section in music that tells the main story of the song) are from the
perspective (point of view) of a person who is suicidal. He expresses his intention of



ending his life. In the third verse, he believes that no one really cares about him and
that his life doesn’t matter to anyone else. That itself signifies (to be a sign of something)

that a person has a mental health issue and he’s battling it on his own. That is actually
a mirror of what has been happening in our society. As you know, a lot of people end
their lives because of depression. Those who committed suicide believed that it was
the best thing that they could do to get away (escape) from the pain in this world. It’s
sad because they could’ve been saved if we had eradicated (to get rid of something

completely) the stigma (shame) of mental illness. (grammar: the use of a conditional statement)

Actually, this song was released in 2017 and I only discovered this song during the
height (the most intense part) of the pandemic because this song blew up (to become widely

popular) on Youtube. I think that’s because a lot of people got depressed during those
difficult times and I believe Youtube pushed this song to a lot of audiences to remind
them that if they’re suffering from mental health issues, they could call
1-800-273-8255, which is also the title of the song.

Anyway, the remaining verses of the song express hope. The singer encourages a
suicidal person to keep living because life gets better.

(NOW, IT’S YOUR TURN! Complete the monologue by adding your own ideas. Imagine you
are the one telling this story. Consider these questions: How does this song affect you?
Would you recommend this song to others?)

PART 3

NOTE: The highlighted words below give emphasis to LEXICAL RESOURCE



(collocations, advanced words, natural expressions & transitioning devices) or the
GRAMMATICAL RANGE & ACCURACY (i.e. the use of intermediate or advanced
sentence construction).

What kinds of music do you like listening to?

I listen to all music genres (types), however, I’m more into listening to jazz and blues
because those types of music make me relaxed, most especially if I’m incredibly
(terribly) tired or stressed out because of work. Well, I started listening to those kinds of
music when I was a teen because my grandpa enjoyed listening to those types of
music. So, my interest in jazz and blues came from my grandpa. He influenced me to
like those music genres.

What kinds of music are popular in your country?

Without a doubt (without question), it’s Western pop music! I believe my country is heavily
influenced by the Western world. People in our country look up to (admire) pop singers
from the West, as a result, American or European pop music can be heard everywhere in
my country. For me, there’s nothing wrong with it because the type of music that a
person wants to listen to is a personal choice. We can’t ask people to also listen to what
we enjoy listening to and vice versa (with the order changed; conversely). It’s a personal
choice and it just so happens (used to describe something that occurs by chance) that Western
pop music is the number one choice by the majority in my country.

Why do some people listen to a song over and over again?

I think that’s because the message of the song resonates (to have a powerful effect) with
them. Well, songs are composed based on a person’s experience in life and love which
is not foreign (strange, unfamiliar) because somehow everyone shares similar experiences
and emotions. People fall in love, get hurt, learn a lesson, let go, and things like that (and
things similar to those you are discussing). So, it’s no wonder why a lot of people continue to
listen to a certain song many times over (repeatedly) as they can relate to the message of
the song.

Do you think it’s important for children to learn a musical instrument?

In my opinion, it is important because that helps children develop memory skills and
creativity and they’ll learn the value of self-expression. Well, learning a musical
instrument is never a piece of cake (very easy), one needs to remember the different
musical notes in order to produce the right sound. When a child learns how to read and



execute (carry out) musical notes, he’ll be able to create his own piece of music wherein
he can express his own creativity and emotions. Because of these benefits, I really think
parents should make an effort to encourage their children to learn any musical
instrument.

How was it? Did you already learn from these samples?
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